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 The Comanche County commissioners are asking voters for a little bit more money.   

  

The commissioners voted during Monday morning’s regular meeting to call a special election
June 24 to ask voters for another 1/8 cent county sales tax to pay for daily operating costs at
the Comanche County Detention Center. If passed, the measure would also renew and
consolidate the existing 1/8 cent sales tax that helps fund a number of county agencies and the
existing 1/8 cent sales tax that helps with the operation of the detention center.   

  

The new tax would be a combined 3/8 cent sales tax that would serve to benefit the jail, the
county Industrial Development Authority, the county fairgrounds, the 19 volunteer fire
departments that serve the rural parts of the county, the county’s capital improvement fund and
the Comanche County Sheriff’s Department.   

  

If voters approve the proposal, the 3/8 cent sales tax will be effective Jan. 1, 2015 through Dec.
31, 2021.   

  

The special election will be held in conjunction with the June 24 primary elections.   

      

If approved, the new sales tax will also change the percentages received by different county
agencies from the previous amounts with the existing taxes.   

  

The jail will receive ¼ cent of the proposed 3/8 cent sales tax. Currently, it receives only the
existing 1/8 cent sales tax.   

  

The Industrial Development Authority currently receives 54 percent of the existing county 1/8
cent sales tax. It will receive 48 percent of the new sales tax.
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The Comanche County Fairgrounds currently receives 17 percent of the existing sales tax from
which it benefits. It will receive 17 percent of the new sales tax.   

  

The volunteer fire departments, which currently get 14 percent of the existing tax, will receive 16
percent of the new tax. With the addition of Valley View Fire Volunteer Department last year,
there are now 19 volunteer fire departments in the county to split the tax revenue.   

  

The capital improvement fund currently gets 9 percent of the existing tax. It will receive 10
percent of the new tax.   

  

And the sheriff’s department, which gets 8 percent of the current tax, will get 9 percent of the
new tax.   

  

Gail Turner, chairman of the commissioners, said at a press conference after Monday’s meeting
that the money received from the existing taxes has been sorely needed. It has paid for, and will
continue to pay for, improvements at county facilities, vehicles, equipment and gasoline for the
sheriff’s department, and much more. The current 1/8 cent sales tax is no longer adequate to
pay for the operation of the jail, he said.   

  

In fact, the savings account that the county has used to operate the jail will be depleted this
month, Turner added.   

  

The second 1/8 cent sales tax the county is asking for will pay for daily operations and
maintenance at the jail. Turner said the jail, which has a capacity of 283 inmates, no longer has
bed space to rent to other correctional facilities, which has cut into the jail’s revenue stream.
Since the jail routinely runs at about 300 inmates weekly now because the Department of
Corrections does not transfer inmates to other facilities in a timely manner due to overcrowding
around the state, costs to keep inmates have also gone up.   

  

Food costs are also higher than when the jail opened in 2004 and more people are being
arrested locally.   
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William Hobbs, the jail administrator, said the perinmate cost in 2004 was $25.38 per day. The
daily per-inmate cost now is $32.94.    

  

In other business, the jail received permission to hire Correctional Food Services Inc. as the
outsourced provider of commissary services at the jail. The commissary is a store for inmates,
where where they can use money sent to their accounts to purchase limited items, such as
snack foods and extra hygiene supplies.   

  

Hobbs said outsourcing the commissary will free up the night shift of correctional officers who
currently handle the commissary duties and save the jail money.
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